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The Nicaraguan government's most recent attempt to quell rebel military activity in the countryside
appears to have failed. Now, with the expiration of the deadline for rebels to take advantage of
an official amnesty offer, the army and renegade guerrilla bands appear to be gearing up for a
fresh round of confrontation. The amnesty and rebel demobilization program, which began in
May of this year, was originally set to conclude by the end of June (see NotiSur 05/21/93). The
deadline was extended on several occasions, and the campaign finally came to a close on Sept. 30.
Despite a series of generous concessions on the part of the government including the controversial
amnesty offer the campaign brought only mixed results since at least 500 rebels rejected the
plan and now remain poised to fight government forces. In the end, most of those accepting the
amnesty offer came from the two main groups of "recompas," the name given to discharged army
soldiers who took up arms over the past year to press a series of political and social demands.
Those two groups are the Revolutionary Front of Workers and Farmers (Frente Revolucionario
de Obreros y Campesinos, FROC) and the Fuerzas Punitivas de Izquierda (FPI). The FROC under
the command of former Sandinista Popular Army (Ejercito Popular Sandinista, EPS) Major Victor
Manuel Gallegos (Pedrito el Hondureno) led the occupation in late July of the northern city of
Esteli. The Esteli occupation, which resulted in an official casualty toll of 45 dead and 98 wounded,
was the most serious military clash since the end of the contra war in 1990 (see NotiSur 07/23/93).
The FPI led by former EPS Lt. Col. Frank Ibarra claimed responsibility for the November 1992
assassination of right- wing business leader Arges Sequeira (see Central America Update 11/27/92).
An estimated 500 recompas, including Ibarra and Gallegos, had officially disarmed and taken
amnesty by late September. Meanwhile, the largest organization to reject the amnesty outright
was the Frente Norte 380 (FN-380), a group of about 500 "recontras" led by Jose Angel Talavera
(El Chacal). The FN-380, which has received assistance from right-wing Nicaraguan and Cuban
exiles in the US, was responsible for the August kidnapping of 37 members of a government
peace delegation near Quilali, Nueva Segovia department (see NotiSur 08/27/93). As part of the
negotiated settlement which ended in the release of the hostages, Talavera and his men agreed
to abide by the disarmament campaign. With the amnesty deadline passed, however, the army
immediately announced closure of the nine special disarmament enclaves (set up to facilitate rebel
demobilization) and the launching of a military offensive aimed at crushing all remaining rebel
forces. In fact, the EPS appears to be preparing for its largest offensive military operations so far this
year. In an Oct. 4 ceremony held at an army base located on the outskirts of Managua, EPS chief
Gen. Humberto Ortega announced formation of a new "rapid deployment battalion," which will
soon be dispatched to the northern conflict zones. Ortega said the unit will confront the FN-380's
500 fighters, plus "an estimated 500 armed men organized into small groups of highway bandits."
The new 1,200-member EPS unit, dubbed "Agrupacion Tactica de Combate Benjamin Zeledon,"
will bring together units of infantry, artillery, armored vehicles, a medical corps, rear guard and air
support. According to Gen. Ortega, the battalion will operate under the direction of officers from
the EPS high command. Announcement of the EPS offensive quickly elicited protests from several
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quarters, including the Catholic church hierarchy and the Organization of American States peace
commission in Nicaragua (Comision Internacional de Apoyo y Verificacion, CIAV-OEA). On Oct. 5,
the so-called Comision del Norte an ad-hoc group established to oversee government compliance
with terms of the accord signed with Talavera in August issued a communique rejecting the use
of force against the recontras and insisting on dialogue as the "only alternative" in the search for
peace. The government- appointed Commission includes representatives of the CIAV-OEA, the
Catholic church, the National Opposition Union (Union Nacional Opositora, UNO), the Movimiento
Civilista, and two human rights organizations. For its part, the FN-380 issued a written statement
in Managua charging that the army had mobilized 3,000 troops in the north in an effort to crush
the recontra forces. Talavera's group threatened to attack the northern cities of Esteli, Ocotal and
Matagalpa if the EPS followed through with its plans to launch the offensive. (Sources: Agencia
Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, United Press International, 10/04/93;
Agence France-Presse, 10/04/93, 10/05/93; Notimex, 10/05/93)
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